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‘ on the
investigation of an Accident Involving Aireraft
.~ During a Local Fractics Fllght

Charlie Gordon Burdetie, Jr., was seriously injured in arn accident
which occurred l; miles south of Eastaboge, llabame, et approximately
5:45 p.m. on- July 8 1943. Burdette held = student pilot certificate
and had reéceived 74 hours of dual flight instruction. ilthough his
student certificate had not been endorsed by a flight instructor &nd ke
wes not authorized to fly solo, this was his third solo flight. The
aircraft, a Piper J-2, NC 17853, powered by & Continentsl LO h.p. engine, -
was demolished. It was owned by the pilot, Y, 4. Molan and W, H. Parker .-
but was registered in the name of Benjemin Frenilin Sesnette.

Burdette secured.clearance from the Amniston, Alabame Adrport and -
took off at approximately 5:00 pems for a local practice flight in the
areas east of the sirporta. - 4bout 30 mirutes later he returned to the
sirport and, without landing, contimued flying in s westerly direction.
Lt approximately 5:L0 p.m. the plane was observed about 12 miles west of
the sirport cireling the home of *he student's uncle et an &ltitude esti~
mated to heve been around 200 to 300 fget. Burdetie then proceeded rorth
" for.approximetely one-quarter mlle and as hc approached the home of his
‘cougin, the engine ﬁputtered picked up, &nd flnhlly stoppeds For o few
" seconds following enginé failure the plane cppeared to remoin in level
" flight, then suddenly the nose d.roppeci and the plane fell off to the
right, striking the ground =t en angle of nbout 55° um:roxn.uately }_1{} fae’t
f'rom the Housce.

Exsmination of the engine revecled that stoppage wes duc to i’
of the single megneto and the lack of proper maintencnce nnd serﬁ" 1’*1g
wos evidents The terrain in the vicinlty was suitable: for & lwdzng
by 8 student with limited expericnces

- The student’'s utter lack o; ele*-ien tary knowledge of the theory. o
flle;ht wos cppscent by his stote ment, ""‘hc motot guit, while- I was L.,Etm.:ag
e shellow twrs #o the right « « « « I 'hed the stick 211 the way cack exd
to the lerft but cceing the plume wos going to crash I pushed it es i‘:zr as

oI could to the Tronk, . inout thet time I i o
It is apparent thot t‘"u, irres sponaiblic oetd
meking a solo 01ight. befare.being suthoriscd 'tn do 80 by h.LS 11".31'?':1"1;02'
Cand The satk ol cdequate meintenonee of the ol
. geeldemt, wi:ile the probable cause was the stude

5
‘how to control ‘the eireroft follcﬁ"lrg engine f*‘i arce
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